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Yeast take the redeye to an aromatic Octoberfest

“Have you ever wondered why

alcoholic beverages taste so good?”

This was the question that kicked off

the cover letter from Kevin

Verstrepen and colleagues when

they submitted their findings to Cell

Reports. We were quite intrigued.

And the conclusions that this

question led to were no

disappointment. As a graduate

student, Dr. Verstrepen had studied

the volatiles that give a distinct ‘fruity’ smell to beer and wine and linked them to metabolites produced during

fermentation, including by ATF1 (alcohol acetyl transferase). The next question was: why is there an

advantage to producing such a pleasing smell? A clue to this came from an accidental fly escape.

“When returning to the lab after a weekend, I found that a flask with a smelly yeast culture was infested by

fruit flies that had escaped from a neighboring genetics lab, whereas another flask that contained a mutant

yeast strain in which the aroma gene was deleted did not contain any flies,” Verstrepen recalls.

This observation led unexpectedly to the discovery of a mutualistic relationship between the yeast and flies.

The smell attracts flies that in turn provide a hitchhiking opportunity for the yeast to disperse to new locations.

Read all about it in the paper: The fungal aroma gene ATF1 promotes dispersal of yeast cells through

insect vectors.

——————-

Image from Wikipedia. Small male fly, photo by André Karwath aka Aka.
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Fantasy journal metrics

• 

 — In one of my favorite essays,

Marc Kirschner makes a compelling argument

why pretending that we can evaluate the …

The Big Picture

• 

 — Great overview! For some other good

examples, here are a few of my recent favorites:

http://www.cell.com/cell-repor... …

Flying through Neuroscience 2014

• 

 — The Robo3 movie is really astonishing.

Beautiful!

Neuronal biology at the bench and bedside:

an interview with Drs. Bonni …

• 

 — Very stimulating

discussion.
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Here we have another example of what I mean when I ask the editors of Cell Reports to

supervise and train their young blog writers. A cryptic title, hinting at beer (Oktoberfest). It

seems just another marketing effort on the side of Cell Press. Verstrepen's science is impeccable,

and his paper extremely interesting. Cell Press marketed it well, it reached many news outlets

because of its added association with beer. There is no beer in the paper, only in the marketing

strategy used by Cell Press in their press release. I can see it clearly, a young student getting

experience as blog writer is intrigued and writes a very non-informative post on it, relying on the

"beer" interest factor. What a pity! The post may help the consulting activities of Verstrepen for

the wine and beer industry, but it does not help us, the readers! Cell Reports editors: please do

not use the blog associated with your exceptional journal for marketing purposes and, again,

please supervise your blog writers! Thank you!
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